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Michael and Kathy were consid-

er ing a  re f inance on the i r 

home.  Like most people, they 

had been solicited by other mort-

gage companies but felt uneasy 

dealing with someone they didnôt 

know and would never meet that 

didnôt know their situation.      So 

K a t h y  c a l l e d  U n i t e d                 

Caro l ina Group to  d iscuss 

whether   or   not      it    was   the   
Michael and Kathy Smith 

right    time  to   refinance   and  

would it be beneficial to them. 

After some number crunching, it 

looked like a smart move.  Mi-

chael and Kathy said:  ñWithout 

hesitation, we always seek the 

services of UCG.  We have com-

plete trust in them and know they 

will get us the best rate on our 

refinance.  They are so friendly 

and helpful.ò  

Trust + Familiar Faces = Happy Endings!  

Memorial Day is a United 

States federal holiday set 

aside to remember and honor 

men and women who died 

while in military ser-

vice.  Memorial Day is cele-

brated the last Monday of 

May.  This year Memorial 

Day is May 31st.   Many cele-

brations are held in honor of 

our country's heroes on Me-

morial Day.  Whether you 

attend a community wide 

celebration or choose to honor 

someone you know who died 

in service to our country on 

your own, take time to fly the 

flag of the United States on 

Memorial Day as a way of 

honoring those men and 

women who paid with their 

lives to preserve the freedoms 

we have in our country.    
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A 
s of this writing, one 

of our most important 

100% first time 

homebuyer programs, 

USDA Rural Development, is 

currently on hold due to a lack of 

budget funding. Let me explain 

why first time home buyers are 

critical to our housing market. 

The mortgage and real estate 

industries are good barometers of 

whatôs going on with the econ-

omy.  Real estate is a bottoms-up 

industry.  When the economy 

slows down, the sales of high 

priced homes slow down first.  

Starter homes are less af-

fected.  Likewise, when the econ-

omy picks up, starter home sales   

increase first which leads to the 

sell of the next higher priced 

homes as these families move up.    

This domino effect helps all 

home sellers.  And the sale of 

homes helps maintain property 

values.   So itôs important to all 

of us that first time homebuyers 

continue to buy and that we have 

loan programs to help them. You 

can help to restore this valuable 

program by contacting your rep-

resentatives in Washington.  See 

page 2 for a simple way to do 

this.   

Interest rates have held steady  

for  a while  now and  are still 

very low.  Rates average from  

the high 4% to middle 5% range.  

But donôt wait for them to get 

lower.  I don'tô expect that to 

happen.  Interest rates cannot be 

quoted accurately without a loan 

application and credit report so 

keep that in mind when you are 

shopping rates.  Itôs very specific 

to each borrower but should fall 

within a general range.   

 

If you would like to have a per-

sonal consultation about your 

mortgage loan, give us a call at 

828-632-0650.   

 

You may also apply online 

at www.UnitedCarolinaGroup.com. 

    nited      arolina      roup 

http://www.UnitedCarolinaGroup.com


New Trivia            
Question:    
What year was Memorial 

Day made a national  

holiday? 
A. 1868   B. 1966   C. 1971  

Trivia 
Contest 

Pizza Winner  

Congratulations 

to  
Berenda Samples 

last months  

winner!  

This gives you more credi-

bility because the seller 

knows you are serious and 

that you have made arrange-

ments to obtain financing.  It 

confirms that you are in the 

right price range for your 

budget.  After you get the 

house under contract, we 

can help you the rest of the 

way.  We enjoy working 

with First Time Homebuy-

ers and will take good care 

of you. Just call us at 828-

632-0650 and check us out 

on the web at: 
www.UnitedCarolinaGroup.com 
Weôre here for you!  Also, if 

you need a real estate pro-

fessional, let us know.  We 

work with the best in the 

industry and can recom-

mend someone in your 

area!  

T he 1st Annual May Day Festival 

was held in Taylorsville, NC and 

United Carolina Group was proud to be one 

of the title sponsors.  The festival was coordi-

nated by Judi Stiff and was a fundraiser for 

the Christian Crisis Center.  There were food 

vendors, arts and crafts, bake sales and many 

musical groups.  We had a booth and gave 

away a gift basket full of goodies which was 

won by Phyllis Burke.  We also held a bake 

sale to raise money for our church project 

called All Things Possible.  Itôs a ministry 

started by my Sunday school class to provide 

funds to pay utility bills, buy groceries and 

assist with housing for families in need in 

Alexander County.  This past winter, the 

ministry provided assistance to those in need 

in excess of $6400.00!  We never imagined 

that we would be able to serve so many fami-

lies and weôre thankful for everyone that has 

supported the project this year.  We are plan-

ning our 2nd Annual Gigantic Yard Sale to be 

held at the office so start cleaning out the 

garage!  For more information on the minis-

try go to www.AllThingsPossible.blogspot.com.  

1
st

 Annual May Day Festival in Taylorsville  

Ms. Phyllis Burke       
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From left:  Matt Bombria, Judi Stiff, the May 

Day Festival organizer and Jamie Harrington 

Doing your homework ahead of 

time is important in this proc-

ess.  Call us and weôll discuss 

the different types of mortgage 

loans that are available and 

which one will fit your 

needs.  Weôll help you deter-

mine the maximum dollar 

amount that you can spend 

based on your income.  You can 

shop confidently, knowing how 

much you can spend and what 

will be required of you.   Make 

a list of the things you want in 

your first home and know the 

areas you would like to live 

in.  If you use the services of  a 

real  estate  professional,  ask  if  

they are familiar with those 

areas.  As you are narrowing 

down your choices, consider the 

work that needs to be done to 

the home, both structurally and 

cosmetically.  Check out the 

neighborhood carefully.  Do 

you feel comfortable and safe 

there?  Do people live there a 

long time or does there seem to 

be high turnover in the 

area.  This could be a sign of 

problems.  Once you've decided 

on the home, you will submit an 

offer.  Your real estate agent 

will require a pre-approval let-

ter, which we can provide for 

you.  

Youôre a First Time Buyer? 

Donôt Know What to Do? 

�:�H�O�O���� �G�R�Q�¶�W�� �Z�R�U�U�\��  We got you covered!  As a first time 

home buyer, you might feel a bit intimidated by the en-

tire  home buying process.  It's normal to feel that 

way!  Congratulations on taking the first step!  

You Can Help!  

For a FREE Report 
�³�����5�H�D�V�R�Q�V���:�K�\���<�R�X��

�6�K�R�X�O�G���%�X�\���1�R�Z�´���� 

Email or call to get your 

FREE report now!  

Help out our first time 

home buyers by  

contacting your senators 

in Washington 

Go to: 

http://budurl.com/

senators   

Chose your state to find 

your representatives and 

call or email them.   

Donations 

Please 

If you would like to 

donate or help out 

at our next yard sale 

email us at: 

Jamie@ 

unitedcarolinagroup.com 

Email or call us with your 

answer�² YOU MAY BE 

OUR NEXT WINNER!  

Trivia 
Contest  

http://www.UnitedCarolinaGroup.com
http://www.AllThingsPossible.blogspot.com

